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of a certain color. Even persons and objects may evoke certain
colors which need not coincide with the original color. Such syn-
aesthesias are also found in adults, but the adult checks the objec-
tive value of these subjective impressions by his experience. Be-
cause of the child's vivid imagination, all impressions have a
stronger effect upon him than upon an adult. When, for instance,
the color of spinach or other dark vegetables evokes in the child an
association with defecation products, or tomatoes with blood, the
child may acquire a decided disgust for %hose objects.

FERST EXPERIENCES

Disagreeable experiences seem to make a stronger impression
upon children than agreeable experiences, and the former are more
remembered in later life. P. P. Blonsky(79) found with several hun-
dred early memories of adults and 11-year-old children, that memo-
ries of pain, punishment, death, and unpleasant situationa,prevailed.
Also in a study of more than seven hundred students, made by
K. Gordon,(235) unpleasant memories were found to predominate
over the pleasant ones. In an investigation of the first remembrance
and its interpretation, made by forty college students of psychology
(twenty boys and twenty girls), I observed that they had about
four times more unpleasant than pleasant remembrances. The un-
pleasant remembrances mainly referred to sickness, death, fear of
animals, hated food, and the arrival of a baby brother or sister.
The following are some examples of first remembrances and their
interpretation by the remembering person (B.C.).

My first childhood remembrance is that of opening a furnace door which I
didn't know to be such, and getting slightly burnt, badly frightened. This is an
unpleasant experience; many of my earlier ones deal with something unpleasant
or embarrassing. This trend would indicate memory of times when I was unable
to cope with the environment or was harmed by it, This would seem to denote
an inferiority complex and a desire to remember such situations so that I
wouldn't get into a similar one.
II
My first childhood remembrance is drinking milk which I hated very much;
it made me sensitive to food and conscious of avoiding displeasure as" far as
possible.
in
I remember sitting in the mud and making pancakes. This indicates a happy,
free childhood without problems. Maybe I am longing for such a time.